
Age UK’s ambition for the 
next Parliament 2015-2020



Our vision is a world where 
everyone is able to love later 
life. Living longer is a cause for 
celebration, as is our vibrant 
and diverse older population.





Alan, 79
Angel of the 
North, Gateshead

I’ve got an old age 
pension and my private 
pension but you get  
no interest on your 
savings nowadays  
so the money’s  
going faster.



The Age UK sofa
We toured the country with the  
Age UK sofa to hear from older people 
about what they think would make 
the UK a great place to grow older.

They also told us what they thought the priorities 
of the next Parliament should be for older people 
today and tomorrow. 

Watch our film to find out what older people want 
political candidates to do to make the UK a great 
place to grow older.

To hear their views and add your voice, visit  
www.ageuk.org.uk/votelaterlife 
Why not get involved on social media #votelaterlife



Feeling well
We want everyone in later life to have opportunities  
to enjoy life and feel well.

Why does this matter? 
We are living longer, but at the end of our lives often with disability and  
long-term conditions. Loneliness also has a profound impact on our quality  
of life, with serious implications for physical and mental health. The possibility 
of losing thinking skills is the most feared element of later old age.

By 2020 we want to see:
•  A ‘wellbeing network’ in every community to provide older people with 

friendship and support and to encourage good physical and mental health

•  All public services and essential private sector services ‘dementia friendly’

•  Support packages available for people with long-term conditions to self-care

This is what the political parties need to focus on immediately:
A properly resourced, on-going public education campaign on how to stay  
as physically and mentally fit and well as possible through later life.



Maggie, 63
Houses of 
Parliament

I think the NHS 
should focus a lot on 
prevention, keeping 
people healthy and 
eating well. That’s  
why I like this idea  
of a one stop shop 
where you can educate 
people more about 
what to do and provide 
facilities where they  
can age well.



Gunilla, 65
Shakespeare’s 
home, Stratford

I think it is important 
that people can stay  
in their own home  
as long as possible.



Safe at home
Everyone in later life should feel safe, comfortable 
and secure at home.

Why does this matter? 
Older people should be able to live safely and with dignity in good quality, 
warm, comfortable housing. At present only 3% of housing in England  
is accessible to people with restricted mobility.

By 2020 we want to see:
•  A much broader range of affordable housing options available for  

older people

•  Much quicker access to home adaptations in every local area, before  
rather than after a fall

•  An ambitious energy efficiency programme underway to tackle fuel  
poverty, with no homes so ‘leaky’ that they are graded E or F

This is what the political parties need to focus on immediately:
Require all new housing to be built to the accessible ‘lifetime’ homes standards, 
which means it can be easily adapted for people with reduced mobility.



Enough money
Our vision is that everyone in later life has enough 
money to live on. 

Why does this matter? 
There are 1.6 million older people living in poverty in the UK - 900,000 of  
them in severe poverty – and an extra million older people only just above  
the poverty line. Poverty in later life means a miserable existence which  
can lead to ill health and isolation.

By 2020 we want to see:
•  Pensioner poverty halved and every older person who is entitled to extra  

help due to their low income actually receiving it 

•  Real progress towards all pensioners being included in the new state pension 

•  A joined-up journey for information and advice for all, from a mid-life  
career review to guidance at retirement and throughout later life 

This is what the political parties need to focus on immediately:
Ensure the state pension provides a decent income for all by guaranteeing  
the ‘triple lock’ in legislation to maintain its value - linking rises to the best  
of inflation, average earnings or 2.5%.



Chitra, 75
Houses of 
Parliament

I cannot afford a 
computer because 
I cannot afford 
broadband. It is 
expensive. I need  
a mobile phone but  
I only have a landline.  
I care for my husband 
so it is difficult for me  
to check how he is.



Peggy, 91
Clifton suspension 
bridge, Bristol

Not being able to 
use computers is a 
disadvantage but  
being my age I don’t 
have the ability to  
do it. It makes me  
quite isolated.



Active communities
We want a world where everyone can participate  
in society and be valued for their contribution.

Why does this matter? 
Older people contribute a massive £61 billion to the economy each year 
through work, caring and volunteering, but they face barriers including  
ageism, poor transport links and digital exclusion that prevent many from 
having a fulfilling, independent later life.

By 2020 we want to see:
•  Long-term unemployment among older workers halved

•  Every older person has access to essential services, including banking  
and the ability to make basic payments, whether they are online or not

•  To support older people around the world the UK Government should lead 
global efforts to put in place a UN Convention on the Rights of Older People

This is what the political parties need to focus on immediately:
Provide access to really good training and support for older workers at risk of 
long-term unemployment, from day one of a Job-Seekers Allowance claim.



Quality health and care
All of us as we age should have access to quality  
health and care services.

Why does this matter? 
Older people should be able to expect high quality health and care services 
that are joined up around them. We need services which look after the  
person rather than just treating a set of symptoms. While the number  
of us needing care is growing, funding for social care is shrinking.

By 2020 we want to see:
•  The funding gaps in health and social care filled through a new funding 

settlement 

•  A health and care coordinator offered to every older person living with 
multiple long term health conditions, including dementia and frailty,  
to make sure they get the help they need

•  Full age equality across the NHS so everyone is cared for according  
to their health needs and not their age

This is what the political parties need to focus on immediately:
Urgent steps to reverse the cuts to social care and give additional funds  
to the NHS, to meet the needs of our ageing population.



Zia, 66
Clifton suspension 
bridge, Bristol

My sister is suffering 
from dementia and the 
family at home care for 
her. It’s a tremendous 
amount of strain on 
them as she needs  
24 hour care. It would 
help if there was  
respite care available.
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